Salvation
The doctrine of salvation is a big deal in Christianity. In fact, our belief about salvation, based on what
God has told us through the Bible, make Christianity totally unique among all major religions in the world.
Before we go on, if you are uncertain about your salvation or that of a loved one, and you want to talk
it through with a pastor, we would love to help you! Please contact the church office at 630.585.7777 or
e-mail us at crossroads@crossroadsconnect.net and we’ll be happy to set that up.
Our Statement of Faith (from the Home page, go to the “New Here” panel, go to “What We Believe”
dropdown) offers a short summary of our view of salvation:
Every human being (no exception) is corrupted by a natural rebelliousness against God that we call “sin.”
In this condition we are unacceptable to God and condemned to eternity apart from Him and His love.
However, just like a guy who needs a heart transplant cannot solve his own problem by doing the surgery
on himself, we cannot solve our “sin problem” on our own. Because God loves us, He’s provided the
solution, freely available to everyone: genuine faith in Jesus Christ. There is no other way apart from faith
in Christ by which our sin problem with God can be solved.
Here is a bit more detailed explanation:


“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Or, as the old saying goes,
“No one's perfect.”



God IS perfect; it might even be better to say He's “perfectly perfect.” And He cannot let even a
tiny speck of imperfection into heaven because then it wouldn't be perfect any more.



If we want to join God in heaven we've got a big problem because no matter how hard we try, we
can't be “perfectly perfect.” And there's another problem: our sins are like crimes against God
(He made the rules, after all) and His perfection demands justice. Our “crimes” have to be paid
for...but how? So unless something or someone beyond ourselves can step in and fix things,
we're doomed (this is where Christianity departs from all other world religions that teach one form
or another of working hard to be “good enough” for God.)



The fantastic news is that someone did step in! Jesus Christ, as the second person of the Trinity
of God, joined Himself with human flesh and entered our world. He came, John 18:37 tells us, to
“testify to the truth” that He— and He alone—can take care of our debts to God and save us from
our problem of imperfection.



The basis for our salvation, the Bible teaches us, is simply to (a) accept our imperfection and our
inability to pay our debt to God because of our sins and (b) put our faith in Him as our Lord and
Savior. There is no other way to heaven. He proved His unique claim to being our Savior by
willingly suffering death on a cross to pay for our sins against God, and then conquering death by
rising again in glory to return to heaven.



When our day comes to “face our maker,” God accepts us into heaven only because Jesus, as a
result of our faith, has paid our debts and shared His perfection—His righteousness—with us.
Jesus makes it okay again between God and us.
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